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—_— Title & Abstract

The Whole and the Infinity as “the Spiritual” of Cinema: Gilles Deleuze's Cinéma and

the Films of Louis Lumiére

Hideyuki Nakamura

Abstract

Throughout his two-volume work, Cinéma (1983, 1985), Gilles Deleuze makes no
mention of Louis Lumiére as an auteur or a creative director, or of the Lumiére films.
This essay focuses on the seemingly strange absence of the renowned French pioneer in
filmmaking from the French philosopher’s voluminous text, which was influenced by
the country’s tradition of film criticism. First, a kind of symptomatic reading of the text
reveals that this absence was not brought about by Deleuze’s mere lack of historical
knowledge; rather, the exclusion was intentional. Second, by analyzing the original
concept of a “shot” in Cinéma, which mediates the framing of the set and the montage of
“the whole” with camera movement and editing to create what Deleuze calls the
“spiritual” of cinema, this essay demonstrates how Deleuze logically excluded the
Lumiere films from his film theory. According to the theory, the Lumiére films do not
have any “shots” at all because they have no editing or camera movement; films without
“shots” cannot contain the essence or the spiritual of cinema. Finally, in an attempt to
repudiate Deleuze’'s above argument, this essay considers another kind of spiritual in
the Lumiére films, which some critics have mentioned in various ways: see Dai Vaughan
on “the spontaneity” as metaphysical, or Akira Mizuta Lippit on “the avisual.” In other
words, from the depth of field in single fixed shots in the Lumiére films emerges
something beyond sensation that might be referred to as “the infinity” in some

philosophical sense.
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