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The Hitchcockian 3D: Touch and Affect in Rear Window (1954) and Vertigo (1958)
Hideyuki Nakamura

Abstract

In the films of Alfred Hitchcock, protagonists often get involved, either willingly or
unwillingly, in the very scenes they have viewed. I refer to such critical scenes as
reflecting the “Hitchcockian 3D.” Whereas 3D technology in a real sense blurs illusorily
the borders between spectacle and spectator, in Hitchcockian 3D, these can actually be
destroyed.

This paper explores how major effects of Hitchcockian 3D operate in two of the
director’s masterpieces: Rear Window (1954) and Vertigo (1958). The discussion focuses
mainly on the relationships between the bodies of characters in Hitchcockian 3D scenes,
in which the possible or impossible touching of bodies produces intense affect, namely
terror in the former film and melancholy in the latter.

In the first section of this paper, I define the characteristics of Hitchcockian 3D by
contrasting it with regular 3D. The second section argues that, contrary to common
critical opinion, the trouble of the Rear Window hero has more to do with tactile terror
than with visual pleasure. The third section aims to reveal the themes of the forbidden
touch and the incurable melancholy of Vertigo, which have apparently been overlooked
in previous studies of the film. In so doing, I challenge the widely received thematic

superiority of visual perception in Hitchcock’s films.

Keywords: Hitchcock, touch, affect, terror, melancholy
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