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"Globalization and Local Development: A Case Study on
Jiufen-Jinguashih in Taiwan" (20154£12 H 8 H)

Chia-Ming CHANG £ (RUERS5d) 1

Preface

In Taiwan the Ministry of Culture starts the Potential World
Heritage Sites in Taiwan Program since 2002, and the dJinguashih
Settlement (Jiufen-Jinguashi community Ju7}-4x /X&) has been
inscribed into the list. Soon after this, government integrates the
Jinguashih Settlement with its neighbor natural, industrial and social
surroundings into the Shuei-Jin-Jiou Mining Sites. The UNESCO
World Heritage might be considered as a worldwide golden reputation
for tourism and all such heritage sites are protected by international
regulations. Taiwan, however is not member of the United Nations and
has no right to sign the World Heritage Convention. By the Potential
World Heritage Sites program Taiwan government makes attempts to
“build up”’ certain potential world heritage sites, to define the
connections between Taiwan localities and global society and to extend
and intensify the connection between local tourist sites and global
tourism.

In such “legal” or “potential” world heritage sites, is there any
consensus or common local identity for local development between social
actors? If there is, how could such identity or consensus been formed?
Furthermore, which social actor conducts the building of locality in the
context of globalization, and how it happened? This study examined the
case of Jinguashih Settlement in Taiwan and did the research on the
building of locality in this community after its national transform in the
globalization era.

The study adopted both of qualitative and qualitative research
methods such as questionnaire survey and in-depth interviews,
participant observation and etc. The samples of questionnaire survey
are over 18 years old inhabitants in Jiufen and Jinquashi community.
Finally valued samples we collected are 200 copies. The samples of
in-depth interviews are from officials . local elites. NGOs and
shopkeepers totally 26 persons which did between 2011/5 and 2012/2.2
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Jiufen-Jinguashi community is located in the north of the country in
Ruifang District, New Taipei City, Taiwan, notable for its historic gold and
copper mines.
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Overview of Jinquashi
Historical background

Jinguashi ( Chinese: 4:/ILf7) is a town located in the north of the
country in Ruifang District, New Taipei City, Taiwan, notable for its
historic gold and copper mines. The Jinguashi Mine is one of the largest
gold mines in Taiwan and in Asia. The mine has estimated reserves of 8
million oz of gold. It is also known as Kinkaseki in Japanese and was
under Taihoku Prefecture® during Japanese rule. From 1942-1945,
during the final years of World War II, it was used by the Japanese as a
prisoner-of-war camp.

Although the minerals have since been depleted, the town changed
as a popular tourist spot still attracts many visitors to its Gold
Ecological Park and Museum, which opened in October 2004. Jinguashi
was named a potential World Heritage site in 2002.

The Gold Museum is an open-air museum consisting of several
buildings and sites. The museum buildings used to be offices,
dormitories, processing plants and other facilities of the Taiwan Metal
Mining Corp. The Gold Museum includes the following: Gold Building,
Experience the Benshan Fifth Tunnel, Crown Prince Chalet, Jin Shui
Special Exhibition Hall, Gold Refining Building, and Four Joined
Japanese-Style Residences.

The Gold Building provides information about the discovery of gold
in the area, with displays on the Benshan Tunnels, old mining
equipment, mining transport systems and a brief introduction to the
World War II Japanese Kinkaseki POW Camp on its first floor. The
second floor introduces the properties of gold, with works of art made of
gold and a world-record 220.30 kg 999.9 pure gold brick for visitors to
see and touch.

The Crown Prince Chalet is a residence built in 1922 for the proposed
visit of Crown Prince Hirohito to the area (a visit that never materialized).
Decades later it was used by Chiang Kai-shek as lodging in the area.

Locality and Identity

There happened a serious social problem of weakness and paradox of
locality in this community in the process from mining town becoming into
tourist town. There were some significant phenomena: 1.withering of
locality ; 2.divergence and disputing among artists, inhabitants, social
groups, businessman, local elite ; 3.different cognition of inhabitants

between Jiufen and Jinquashi.*

The Crown Prince Chalet was completed by "Japan Tanaka Mining
Industry Co., Ltd. " in the eleventh year of Taisho ( 1922 ) . This building
was originally designed to entertain the then Japanese Crown Prince
(later Emperor Hirohito ) to Taiwan to inspect the Gold-mining industry:.
But finally the crown prince of Japan did not visit Jinguashih.

Concerning withering of locality in this community, some evidences
could be identified as follows® 1.according to 2012 data, emigration is a
serious problem. There are totally 2120 persons,1166 households in
Jiufen and totally 1338 persons,792 households in Jinquashi. Both of
them are totally 3548 persons, 1958 households ; 2.foreighners become
significant in local population. According to this research, there are 69
immigrants among interviewees, means that 35.9%, 39 newcomers
among them in recent 20 years, sharing 20.3% ; 3.local people are less
interested in political or civic participation, including petition, boycott,
demonstration, political meeting or rally, opinion in media ; 4.
inhabitants have low participation in social groups, most of them are
never join in political party, religious groups, business or professional
association, athletics club, association for local history and culture,
charity group, organization for ecological protection and community
development, international organization.

Even though withering of locality in this community, there has
strong local identity among inhabitants, particularly with natural
environment (80.1%), local history (52.1%), cultural heritage and
customs (47.3%), local people(37.7%). In this case, how local people pass
on their identity generation to generation, even though the civic actions
have keeping low level? What's mechanism for reproduction of local
traditions and contexts? State and social groups could be activists in this

process.®
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Local development under globalization
Jiufen-Jinguashi community (Ju}-4:/847) has experienced two

important developmental stages under the process of globalization. The
first one global impact on it was from art village to community
development. In 1987, a group of artists had moved to here and tried to
change the place to be a village of art due to its special landscape and
cheap real estate. This project was interrupted by resistance of local
people few years later. They initiated a volunteer association, together
with newcomers, to do community development project instead in 1993.

This returns to original model of traditional local politics. It became
a popular tourist pot as a business street plenty of small restaurants,
local products and souvenir shops. Gradually, the traditional street was
invaded and occupied by business newcomers who act on the logic of
commercial capitalism. Many local people became absent landlord who
move to outside community.

After this, it's coming the Global impact II: idea of Gold Ecological
Park and potential world heritage. In 2004, the Gold-mining museum
and ecological park was established by local government, supported by
the program of potential world heritage from Ministry of Culture and
the project of northern seacoast tourism from Ministry of
Transportation.”

There are four significant meanings in this act®: firstly, .a new
concept of locality. By the Potential World Heritage Sites program
Taiwan government integrates the Jinguashih Settlement with its
neighbor natural, industrial and social surroundings into the
Shuei-Jin-Jiou (shining 7k4:/1) Mining Sites, to define the connections
between Taiwan localities and global society and to extend and intensify
the connection between local tourist sites and global tourism.

Second, .this new concept has its global intention. Gold ecological
park as potential world heritage could be a common human value, that
is exploitation of material resource by colony and site of war prison
camp in World War II.

Third, it has developmental implication of nation-state. This
museum and park is writing the history of mining industry.

Fourth, it has a characteristic of state invention. In this process,
state is not only initiator of the idea of world cultural heritage, but also

the key actor of its maintenance and management.

Concluding remark

Where is happening globalization? What’s its mechanism? Who
could be globalization? What's the empowerment and local conditions?

Jiufen-Jinguashi community has experienced two important
developmental stages under the process of globalization. The first one
global impact on it was from art village to community development,
returns to original model of traditional local politics and commercial
model of capitalism. But there happened a serious social problem of
weakness and paradox of locality in this community in the process from
mining town becoming into tourist town.

In case of this, prefectural government together with especially
central government attempts to build up the potential world heritage
sites, to empower developmental conditions of local society to cope with
the trend of globalization. It's significant that community development
happened not only in local level, but also has been invited by the
substate and state power.

Notes

1 Author Chia-Ming Chang is Professor of the Department of Sociology
of Soochow University, Taipei, TATWAN.

2 Chang, Chia-Ming, Social Transformation at Local Level in the
Globalized Environment: A Sociological Study of Czech, Slovak and
Taiwan"s Cases . (National Science Council NSC-99-2410-H-031-058-
MY2), 01.08.2010 — 31.7.2012

3 Taihoku Prefecture (2t Taihoku-shii?) was an administrative
division of Taiwan created in 1920, during Japanese rule. The
prefecture consisted of modern-day Keelung City, New Taipei City,
Taipei City and Yilan County. Its government office, which is now
occupied by the Control Yuan of Taiwan, was in Taipei City, referred to
as Taithoku during the Japanese era.

4 Chang, Chia-Ming,,2014, Globalization and Local Development: the
Experiences in Central Europe and Taiwan, Pp. 53-86, Taipei: Songhui
Publish Company.

5 Chang, Chia-Ming, Social Transformation at Local Level in the
Globalized Environment: A Sociological Study of Czech, Slovak and
Taiwan"“s Cases . (National Science Council NSC-99-2410-H-031-058
MY2), 01.08.2010 — 31.7.2012

6 Thid.

7 Reference to website on Taiwan action of potential world heritage from
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Creating Social Cohesion in an Interdependent World:
Experiences of Australia and Japan
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“Creating Social Cohesion in an
World”
together Australian and Japanese

Interdependent brings
CREATING
SOCIAL
COHESION
IN AN

scholars to examine the ways in which )
their two very different societies have R e
dealt with challenges to their cultural
and institutional fabric, and social

cohesion associated arising from the

INTERDEPENDENT
WORLD

acceleration of global interdependence
during recent decades. The book is
consisted of three sections as below.

PART L. 1. Social Cohesion and the

Challenge of Globalization; Ernest Healy, Dharma Arunachalam and
Tetsuo Mizukami, 2. Japan's Social Cohesion in Relation to Immigration
Issues; Tetsuo Mizukami, 3. Australian Multiculturalism 'Natural
Transition' or Social Coercion?;
Australian Attitudes to Immigration; Andrew Markus, 5. Immigration
Challenges in Japan; Hirohisa Takenoshita.

PARTII. 6. Why Did a Half of Municipal Governments Disappear
under a National Mergers Policy?; Takashi Machimura, 7. "Diasporic"
Muslims, "Minoritarian" Islam and Modern Democratic Citizenship;
Rose Misajon, Vicki Hutton and Ana-Maria Bliuc, 9. Intermarriage,
Language Use and Integration of Migrants; Dharma Arunachalam and
Maria Karidakis, 10. Intermarriage and Japanese Identity; Shuko
Takeshita.

PART III 11. Internationalization of Higher Education as a
Response to Globalization: Japan's Policy Challenges Since the 1980s;
Yukako Yonezawa and Akiyoshi Yonezawa, 12. Higher Education and
Social Cohesion; Miriam Faine, Sue Plowright and Terri Seddon, 13.
Individual Labor-Related Dispute Mechanisms in Japan; Nobuko
Hosogaya, 14. The Youth Labor Market in Japan; Nobuaki Fujioka, 15.
Globalization, Immigration Policy and Youth Employment in Australia;
Bob Birrell and Ernest Healy.

Ernest Healy, 4. Contemporary
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