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Guest Lecture on Gender and Intersectionality in a

Content and Language Integrated Language (CLIL) Course
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In the spring semester of 2025, I taught the English elective course CLIL Seminars: Gender Issues in the Center for Foreign Language
Education and Research (FLER). This course was designed to examine gender through the lens of intersectionality. The concept
introduced was intersectionality, an idea first articulated by African American women scholars in disciplines such as law and sociology.
This concept recognizes that individuals possess multiple, overlapping identities, including gender, race, nationality, and social class.
These identities are experienced simultaneously and shape each person’s life in complex ways, influencing both privilege and
disadvantage.

As the course instructor, I remain aware of my own positionality as a white American and the privileges this entails, both in my home
country and in Japan. Accordingly, I consider it my responsibility to introduce students to a wide range of lived experiences and
perspectives beyond my own.

To deepen students’ understanding of intersectionality, on June 20 (Week 9 of the semester), I
invited Dr. Avril Haye Matsui, Associate Professor at Aichi University, to deliver a guest
lecture titled “Intersectionality in Japan: Black Women, Professional Identity, and English Education.”
Dr. Matsui began by providing a concise overview of the history of Black people in Japan, and
then explored how the meaning of “being Black” shifts when race, gender, and nationality
intersect. Drawing on both her research and personal experiences, she offered a nuanced
discussion of identity formation in a Japanese context.

Dr. Matsui encouraged students to reflect critically on their own social and cultural identities,
prompting lively discussion around the question:

N
“Do you think a teacher’s race, gender, or nationality affects how they teach or how they
interact with students?”

Dr. I\/\asui () &
Specially Appointed Associate
Professor Aoki ()

Although the topic was complex, the conversation that followed was both challenging and
highly engaging.

Throughout and after the interactive lecture, Dr. Matsui interacted closely with students,
creating valuable opportunities for reflection and English practice. Her presentation allowed
students to use key course vocabulary such as intersectionality, privilege, and discrimination in
authentic contexts. Moreover, since Dr. Matsui is from the United Kingdom and I am from the
United States, students were able to experience multiple Englishes, enriching their awareness of
linguistic diversity in global education.

This event illustrates how incorporating expert guest speakers into Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL) courses can enhance both content learning and language
development. I hope that this example will encourage other faculty members teaching FLER
elective language courses to invite guest lecturers who can contribute their specialized
knowledge and diverse perspectives to the CLIL classroom.
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Rikkyo Students Cultivate a Growth Mindset at the University of

Warwick’s English for Global Communication Summer Program
[SIBEDIA =V Y IXETOBAMLIHET [JO—A7L Kty b 2BE]
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The concept of a growth mindset, introduced by Stanford psychologist Carol Dweck, is the belief that our abilities are not fixed
but can be developed through effort and experience. This concept is closely connected to Rikkyo University’s RIKKYO
Learning Style (RLS), which encourages students to design their own learning paths by combining specialized study, liberal
arts, overseas experiences, and extracurricular activities. Through a growth mindset, RLS emphasizes the importance of
embracing challenges, expanding one’s learning, and gaining strength through learning from mistakes.

One program that brings this philosophy to life is Rikkyo University’'s Overseas Cultural Studies Course, launched in 2024 . The
program gives students the opportunity to spend four weeks at the University of Warwick in the United Kingdom, a leading
institution known for its academic excellence. During their stay, students attend classes led by local instructors, improving
both their English proficiency and intercultural communication skills.

Life at Warwick offers much more than classroom learning, however. Students live together in university dormitories,
collaborate on projects, and explore British history and culture through visits to Oxford, London, Warwick Castle, and nearby
Stratford-upon-Avon (known as the home of William Shakespeare). These experiences allow students to engage directly with
the culture and people of the UK while developing confidence in their own communication abilities.

Participants in the 2025 program reported significant growth in their mindsets, both academically and personally. Comments
on return to Japan showed that students described the program as “a wonderful opportunity to experience many cultures
and improve my English,” and “a rewarding experience both academically and personally”. Some students found classes on
topics like individualism vs. collectivism and high- vs. low-context communication especially memorable, as they deepened their
understanding of cultural differences.

Students also discovered the importance of leadership and collaboration through classwork and dormitory life. One student
shared, “By volunteering as a class leader and speaking up first, I created an atmosphere where everyone felt comfortable
joining in”. Another commented, “Cooking and
sharing Japanese food with my flatmates was a
precious experience”. Many participants expressed
that making international friends, communicating in
English, and taking initiative helped them gain
confidence and a sense of accomplishment.

Overall, students agreed that the program was a
chance to grow as independent, globally minded
individuals. Through learning in a different culture
and reflecting on their own, participants
strengthened their curiosity, critical thinking, and
resilience. By participating in experiences like the
Overseas Cultural Studies Course, Rikkyo students are
putting the growth mindset and RLS into action by
embracing challenges, learning from others, and ; 4 -
continuing to develop their experiences D4 —Uw I RETOWMHERERR [cFE
internationally.
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FLER Symposium: CLIL in Practice: Strategies, Challenges, and

Innovations
[FLERABRS VHEDIL : EREICHITACLIL—EHE - SERF- 1 /=2 a V]
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On January 30, 2026, a public symposium for the Center for Foreign Language
Education and Research (FLER) took place, this time on the topic of content and
language integrated learning (CLIL). At the event, entitled CLIL in Practice:
Strategies, Challenges, and Innovations, over 110 people gathered to see keynote
presentations from Professor Makoto Ikeda (Sophia University) and Associate
Professor Barry Kavanagh (Tohoku University), and a series of poster presentations
from full-time members of FLER and co-presenters from other institutions.
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In his opening keynote, CLIL Professional Development: Principles, Practices, and
Techniques, Prof. Tkeda shared his expertise in relation to how educators might
better be supported and trained in CLIL practices. Using real-life examples of his
experiences working with schools in Japan and South East Asia, the audience saw
how training in CLIL practices can powerfully impact teachers’ beliefs and
classroom practices, ultimately having a positive impact on student learning. The
audience were also given details of the Lesson Observation Critical Incident
Technique model, and shown how this can be used as a tool and catalyst for
ongoing professional development. Prof. Ikeda’'s presentation highlighted the
importance of ongoing education for CLIL teachers and also showed how this was
possible, even for busy departments with limited resources.

Following the first keynote, ten posters were presented by members of FLER and

their colleagues. The presenters shared their experiences and research on CLIL from a variety of perspectives, and explored
CLIL from multiple angles. The topics included theoretical discussions of CLIL methodology and its components (John Paul
White, Naomi C. F. Yamada, Phuong Tran and Eman Alkhaja), course planning activities (Heather Woodward, Alejandro Villa
Torrano, Stephen Bryden, Jennifer Toews-Shimizu and Doug Strable), and personal experiences with different courses (Brad
Barker, Rab Paterson, Diane C. Lamb-Obara). The sessions were very lively, with the audience able to interact and question
presenters freely as they learned of the inspiring research and activities being conducted within the department.

In the second keynote, Reframing CLIL in STEM: From Language-Driven to Content-Integrated Practice, Assoc. Prof. Kavanagh
described his experiences, challenges and solutions as he developed a CLIL course related to a subject he had no professional
or academic background in. The challenges he described, such as the busyness of faculty and the unsuitability of existing
materials, were universal, meaning that the solutions he presented could be useful for CLIL teachers in all contexts. Assoc.
Prof. Kavanagh spoke particularly of the benefit of working with content teachers, noting that while language teachers and
content teachers live in different worlds, they can work from each other.

Taken in total, the event was a hugely inspiring and motivating set of presentations that offered food for thought in all
aspects of CLIL instruction: training, planning, and teaching. We are grateful to all of the presenters for sharing their insights
with us, and to all those who attended the event.
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