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(Z%) Where the Wild Things Are: Peri—urban and Wilderness Landscapes in the Poetry of
Saigyo and Jakunen

Early in their lives as monk recluses, Saigyo V17T (1118-1190) and Jakunen X (ca.
1120-after 1182) exchanged ten poems each on the topic of reclusion in mountain locales.
These poems describe the environments of their hermitages in Mt. Koya and Ohara as well as
the poets’ eremitic ideals. Saigyo’ s poems are radical in the wildness of their diction and
imagery. Jakunen’ s poems are conservative in their depiction of the sort of pastoral, peri—urban
landscapes that had come to be standard in Japanese reclusion poetry. Comparative analysis of
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these poems will reveal that for innovator poets of the medieval period such as Saigyo, the
traditional poetic language of “thatched huts” (soan H.f&) and “mountain homes” (yamazato
[LIB) was insufficient to describe the untamed landscape of reclusion hermits (tonseisha & fi:
) were experiencing in increasing numbers by the end of the Heian period (794-1185).
Saigyo’ s poems also signal a key movement in medieval poetry away from the center, its poetic
ideals, and its canonical language. The poetic trope of reclusion, in Saigyo’ s hands, becomes
both inflected and ramified as the genteel imagery of peri—urban landscapes gives way to the
grotesquerie of mountain wilderness.
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(2) Lovesickness, Landscape, and Litigation:Reconstructing “Experience” in Abutsu—ni’s
Travel Diaries

Fitful Slumbers (Utatane, ca. 1283) and Diary of the Sixteenth Night Moon (Izayoi nikki, ca.
1283) can be read as bookends on the life of Nun Abutsu (1222-1283), the former documenting
a love affair in her youth and the latter her late widowhood. In both works, travel is the
central act that propels the narrative, emphasizes the plight of the author/protagonist, and ties
her to a history of literary production, whether court tales or poetry of the Mikohidari lineage.
This presentation will consider how travel functioned in Abutsu’s life and works, focusing on
the descriptions in her diaries of trips to temples, famous sites, the provinces, and Kamakura.
Beyond the rhetorical applications of waka in tracing poetic associations at utamakura, how do
Abutsu’s poems at famous sites underscore the intent of her works? Why was the act of

travel a convenient way to narrate her life? How might she have adapted the landscape
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around her to suit her self-representations? How can her journeys be understood within the
context of Japanese medieval courtier women and their literary production? What inspirations
and motivations were there for medieval women who wished to travel?

[ will argue that Abutu’s descriptions of landscapes support an image of her as a lovelorn
woman in Utatane and a self-sacrificing widow and mother in Izayoi nikki. These
representations draw from a history of travel writing that enables Abutsu to position herself as
either wandering waif or determined mother. Abutsu mines narrative, poetic, and visual
precedents in order to reinvent herself in written form and present a cohesive image for literary,
and later legal, purposes.

Key to this transformation and self-representation is the idea of narrative location. It is the
act of the journey and the production of poetry based on sites along this journey that allow
Abutsu to produce what Joan Scott refers to as the “evidence of experience,” a foundation on
which to build an image of herself and base her argument. Within historiography, experience is
presented as the bedrock of evidence, which is problematic when applied to the poetic, often
fictionalized, memoirs of women such as Abutsu, and more complex when these works document
the conventionalized act of travel. If records of lived experience are the normative basis for
reconstructing women’ s history, then how are we to treat travel diaries that string experience
along a constructed route of famous sites? Are these autobiographical works any less “real”
or “credible” because the author’s experience must be tailored to suit a long literary history
of poetic convention? Scott’s questioning of what constitutes “experience” within
historiography notion of will be taken up in the context of Abutsu’s literary works and the
history of her study, with particular attention to how narratives of landscape may (or may not)
be employed in reconstructing a life.
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(2%) Nature and Love Poems in the Manyosha and the Roppyakuban Utaawase

In the Manyosht (ca. 785), natural phenomena such as meteorological conditions and
flora and fauna appear both as corporeal objects of composition and as rhetorical tropes. In
Volume Seven, poems are classified as either miscellaneous poems HEfK or allegorical love
poems “EMFK. In Volume Ten, these two classes of object poems 7k« Z#ik are further
divided, based on their contents, into the four seasons. In this paper, | will examine some
characteristic love poems fH[E from Volume Ten, which in addition to describing various
forms of love, contain dramatic nature images, such as “a shrike diving into grass” H & D .
¥ in spring, and the “swelling and swaying upper fringe of pampas—grass” JEAEDSN KD A
€  ?X in autumn. [ argue that natural imagery in the Manyosha cannot simply be described
as “symbolic” Z#AY, because no fixed meanings can be attributed to particular images,
unlike in the symbolic language prevalent in the European Middle Ages.

By comparison, the Kokinsha (905) shows a greater tendency towards the abstraction
of nature and the codification of subject matter and diction, but natural phenomena are still
subject to a variety of interpretations. However, I argue that in the Kokinsha, love poems
with nature imagery (such as “lily leaves” &H<C6O ¥, “grebes” (ZI1F)}% and “reeds” #)
appear increasingly rhetorical, due to the frequent use of homonyms that function as a link
between natural objects and ideas. I conclude by examining a series of poems from the
Roppyakuban utaawase (1192-93) on the topic “love in association with birds” % &7%, and
discuss the ways in which twelfth—century poets handled this ostensibly Manyo—style topic,
drawing on their knowledge of waka lore and their poetic imaginations.
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(¥)The Commodification of Nature in Tokugawa Thought
Ogytit Sorai (1666-1728) defined the Confucian Way as a humanly created tool for
governance that could be used to reform Tokugawa society. Many later figures, though, found
limitations in his view of the utilitarian benefits of the Way, even while adopting certain aspects
of his thought. Both his kokugaku opponents and his bunjin followers found it unrealistic to
apply their learning to government, and instead embraced poetry as a “useless” cultural
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pursuit. At the other extreme were those who thought that Sorai’s pragmatism did not go far
enough, especially in terms of responding to the development of a commercial economy, a
feature of Tokugawa society that Sorai regarded with suspicion. This paper examines how such
figures as Dazai Shundai (1680-1747), Honda Toshiaki (1744-1821), and Keiho Seiryo
(1755-1817) continued Sorai’s focus on governance, while developing new ideas about the
natural environment as a source of commodities that could only be exploited through the
application of proper political institutions. It also looks at how this process became identified
with the expansion of Japan on the world stage through the taming and cultural transformation
of Japan’s wild periphery.
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